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Addison-Wesley Professional, 1991. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: Research indicates that virtually no one actually reads prefaces in computer
books. In fact, this preface could be about the Loch Ness Monster for all most readers care. But why don''t
people read prefaces? Is it because prefaces sometimes get too personal? (".and | want to thank Sal, who made
this book possible.") Is it because the sentiments of nerdy authors can be a bit repulsive? (".Sal, my MicroVAX,
was always there when | needed her.") Is it because they are predictably self-deprecatory in an ironic way?
(".and | want to thank: list of 250 noted experts goes here for reviewing drafts of this manual. Naturally all
mistakes are my own.") No, when it comes right down to it, people avoid prefaces because they're boring. It is
also de rigueur for the nerdish author to explain, folksinger style, why he or she decided to write this piece. |
guess this book sort of came to me while | was camping out in the glorious Rocky Mountains. | was gazing at
pristine waterfalls and awe-inspiring sunsets when | said to myself, "This land must be preserved. | shall write a
KornShell book." Possessed by a demonic ecological fervor, | roared down that mountain in a snowmobile,
fired up a 1200 watt workstation, and wrote it all down for you. | only ask that you use the power of the
KornShell for good, rather than evil. Actually, I"ve been writing programming manuals for many years under
the pen name "Apollo Computer Inc." Recently, my agent insisted that | change it to "Hewlett-Packard
Company," presumably because it sounded less ethnic. Through the years, I"'ve been lucky enough to get lots of
feedback from my readers. What...
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