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convinced of the rapid decline and certain extinction of the numerous tribes of the North American Indians; and
seeing also the vast importance and value which a full pictorial history of these interesting but dying people
might be to future ages - | sat out alone, unaided and unadvised, resolved (if my life should be spared), by the
aid of my brush and my pen, to rescue from oblivion so much of their primitive looks and customs as the
industry and ardent enthusiasm of one lifetime could accomplish, and set them up in a Gallery unique and
imperishable, for the use and benefit of future ages. | devoted eight years of my life exclusively to the
accomplishment of my design, and that with more than expected success. | visited with great difficulty, and
some hazard to life, forty eight tribes (residing within the United States, British, and Mexican Territories),
containing about half a million of souls. | have seen them in their own villages, have carried my canvas and
colours the whole way, and painted my portraits, c., from the life, as they now stand and are seen in the Gallery.
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