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teaching; respecting children s thinking makes it possible. Several major themes recur throughout the stories:
the distinction between academic and intellectual goals-the intellectual dispositions in action in this classroom
reveal how children can make sense of experience and observations, how they can estimate, predict,
hypothesize, analyze, and apply mathematical concepts in practical and visible ways. the real meaning of a
community of learners -how children can help, occasionally hinder, but ultimately challenge each other.
perseverance-the ability of even very young children to persist until they have resolved problems. To see the
deep satisfaction kindergartners gain from hard work, or what they call hard fun, is what makes Angela s day-
to-day life in the classroom so wonderful and rewarding. accountability-how teachers can satisfy NCTM
principles and standards in math while addressing children s needs and capabilities. With every story, Angela
provides not only a narrative, but also a thoughtful appraisal of her own decisions, dilemmas, and choices in
the teaching of math. At the end of each story, Paul Trafton focuses on the math involved and the
mathematical reasoning of the children. Clearly evident throughout is the authors conviction that teachers not
only need to understand the math in the...
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