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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .poor (Luke xix. 8). We should also notice that he gave but half (n/ioia) of
his property. Again, his saying--si nvog Ti CfvxopxWr, Ga anohihafii retpantovv (vs. 8)--shows not even a hint
that he actually wronged any one. His declaration of fourfold restitution amounted to a pledge of his business
honesty. He had evidently an intention to keep the rest of his possessions and continue in his occupation. At any
rate, Jesus did not, in this case, demand the relinquishment of the whole of his property. He was entirely
indifferent to the amount given. We see once more, then, that it was the personal attitude toward his teaching,
the spirit to give to and help others, that Jesus appreciated. Bearing this principle in mind, it should be easy to
find the real significance of Jesus reply to the rich young ruler. In spite of his faithful conformity to the
requirements of Jewish ethics, he still lacked one thing. That was a lack of the willing, undivided acceptance of
the supreme commandment of love for God and man. The command of Jesus to sell all and distribute was a
sort of probe by which he showed the young ruler the very spot of his heart where the spiritual cancer of
selfishness was eating. It was certainly not a denial of the principle which we have found in the case of
Zaccheus, that salvation of manhood and retention of property are not incompatible. Here, Jesus meant to
reverse...
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