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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Home
Progress: Health, Education, Ideals What is the relation of the
physician to the home? What should it be? Unfortunately, the
answers to these two questions are not the same. Preventive
medicine is more important than curative medicine, but the
average family will not employ a private practitioner to do the
more important work. Doctors are only paid when patients are
sick. How often do we hear a person say, I am not quite sick
enough yet to call the doctor. The home is the place where
preventive medicine can best be practised. Sanitary science,
pure water-supply, sewage systems, hospitals, health boards,
etc., are a vital and necessary part of scientific progress; but of
infinitely greater importance is the work done in the home.
Whatever progress is made in public hygiene and sanitation is
of little avail as long as the family life continues to be governed
by tradition, and as long as the present custom of inadequate
relation with the family doctor is continued. The story of
evolution in real preventive medicine is to...
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