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illustrated. 1859 Excerpt: . . . above the very lowest orders of society, would be found to avail themselves of the
immunity from suffering which anaesthetics hold out at such a price, and at such a sacrifice of moral
obligations. 8th, That to destroy consciousness by inducing anaesthesia is to annihilate for a time the proudest
and choicest characteristics of humanity. This formidable array of arguments and objections is fairly
representative, we believe, of the principles which have animated all opponents of anaesthesia in the practice of
midwifery; therefore, the evidence and reasoning adducible in reply to Professor Meigs and Dr. Ramsbotham
may be regarded as effectually exhausting this part of our subject. The objections of Professor Meigs have, in
our opinion, been completely disposed of in a letter addressed to him by Professor Simpson--a letter
distinguished alike by its broad philosophical views, sound reasoning, and tender sympathy with human
suffering. Without confining ourselves to the arguments it contains we shall freely avail ourselves of them in the
following discussion. Objection 1. --If, as Professor Meigs states, the sensations of the patient are the best guide
for the application of instruments in cases requiring surgical intervention, it is not a little remarkable that, until
he announced this dictum as an argument against anaesthetics, no trace of it is to be found in his Philadelphia
Practice of Midwifery, which for several years has been text-book for students; and that all other authors omit
the inculcation of a like precept. In fact, if the...
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