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Foreign policy debacles like the recent Libya-crisis or the hasty de facto immolation of the Swiss banking
secrecy amid growing pressure from the US and the EU have, on the one hand, led to harsh criticism addressed
to Hans-Rudolf Merz, head of the federal department of finance and to the assessment of a leadership problem
of the Swiss Federal Council as a whole on the other. While the eHort of the SVP might as well be responding to
such criticism, it will have the comfortable side eHect of setting the agenda for the national council elections in
2011, framing the SVP in its usual oppositional role. In the meantime, the federal council puts forward its own
proposal of government reform, shiGing the focus to organization and away from procedure. The issue of
reform, not being a new one, enables the Federal Council to draw from the results of the
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