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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1858 Excerpt: .Towards the end of 1852, the Emperor of the French entered into
negotiations with the British Government with a view to obtain possession of the will. The result of these
negotiations, which passed through the hands of no less than three Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs, was
that Mr. Dyke, Queen s Advocate, on Thursday, 17th February, 1853, applied to Sir John Dodson, judge of the
Prerogative Court, for delivery out of the registry of the will and codicils. He supported his application by a
proxy of consent executed by the two surviving executors, Counts Montholon and Marchand, and by an
affidavit by Lord John Russell, then Foreign Secretary, stating that the French Government had asked for the
original will, and that Her Majesty s Government considered it advisable on grounds of public policy that the
document should be delivered up. The learned judge, after examining various precedents and discussing the
circumstances of the case, directed that the will, after a notarial copy had been made and a receipt taken,
should be given over to the Secretary of State for the purpose of being delivered by him to the legal authorities
of France8. The narrative of the removal of the will from London to Paris, as related in the Moniteur, not only
contains some further information, but is a pleasing specimen of Imperial court newsmanship. France, says the
official organ, on the 13th of April, 1853, has just been put in possession of an historical...
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