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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The first chapter of this book introduces basic demographics
about our elderly, in order to establish an understanding of the aging population. An understanding of who the
elderly are, where they reside, and the trends of health, life expectancy and social arrangements will help
increase an awareness of policy, history and future concerns. Chapters Two, Three, Four, Five and Six concern
mental capacity issues and discuss subjects as what is capacity, what causes incapacity, what are the warning
signs, how does the elder law attorney make an assessment of the client s capacity? The discussion then evolves
into informed consent, the physician s duty to inform, self autonomy, and the right to privacy. The right to
privacy is a introduction into medical advance directives, including the living will and surrogate decision
makers. In the discussion, issues of due process in capacity versus commitment hearings are developed, and the
differences between commitment hearings and capacity hearings. When someone lacks capacity and they have
not planned with proper directives, then we discuss an overview of guardianship and the legal process
necessary to protect due process and making the process the least restrictive means necessary to provide a
surrogate decision maker. In Chapter Seven we discuss health care issues and the history of our health care
system today. What is an HMO and a PPO? What is the difference between managed care and fee-for-service
plans. In Chapter Eight we introduce Medicare, eligibility, deductibles and co-payments, spells of illness and
levels of skilled care. In Chapter Nine we learn about private health insurance and basics of ERISA, long term
care insurance and the policy concerns of privatizing Social Security. In the...
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