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September 26th. --Proceeded down the broad valley; the mountains to the right and leJ look very distant. The
river becomes narrow and dirty, and has an alkaline taste. Alkali abounds throughout the whole valley of the
Humboldt, and the waters are, of course, tinctured with it. Encamped near the river, the bluGs being not more
than fiJy rods asunder, and they consist of a similar white marl to that which abouds in the region of the Black
Hills, east of the Rocky Mountains. This marl is mixed with gravel, and the bluGs have been water-worn into
regular and beautiful forms. A few scattering cedars are visible to-day, on the sides of the distant mountains.
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