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on the other hand, the high-spirited resolve of the Southern States (who have never asked for more than a
faithful observation of the Constitution) to organize a really constitutional Confederacy, gives to humanity the
most sanguine hope that the ideas of constitutional liberty and free self-government will be perpetuated, and
will ever survive, so long as there are men capable of conceiving those ideas, and courageous enough to realize
and maintain them. Why the Northern States have lost the idea of freedom, have degenerated into a mob-
despotism of a majority, the tools of demagogues, and have endeavored to involve the South in the same
calamity, need not be discussed. It is a question which concerns only themselves. But, that the South is
determined to vindicate and perpetuate the great ideas of constitutional government and freedom secured by
law, is a cheering example and beacon to all nationalities sighing for deliverance from despotism. The above
points have been elucidated by Southern statesmen so frequently, that it is needless to dwell upon them further.
But there is another question vitally connected with Southern development, which, although it has been
copiously discussed, yet admits of being placed in a somewhat more positive position. This question is slavery
so called. So much has been wrritten upon this question, that nothing more is now proposed than to suggest to
Southern men a line of argument which has not, in all the discussions, been sufficiently, if at all, insisted upon.
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