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indexed. Not illustrated. 1781 Excerpt: . be less than 18 feet square.--In a pecuniary view, if we saved 150 men
annually, whh principles fitted to social life, their value to the state would not be less than 200/. each, which
amounts to 30,000 /. per annum j a sum that might in a few years re-imbursc the cost of the building, and die
maintenance of the prison, prison, together with all the happy eJects of a regular police, supported on
principles of religion and humanity. Were there no reasons arising from our distress, with regard to the
immorality and want of principle, created by inattention to religion, which so fatally abounds, this alone might
open our minds to a fense of justice and humanity. I hope, Sir, you fee the object in this light; and that you will
plead for it oK this principle. As to the sum which the convicts on the Thames now gain for the public service;
they work as men who are sure of their food, whether they gain it or not. But let its value be what it may, we
may easily conceive, that the amount of the work which would be performed in fili tude9 according ter the
mechanic arts and abilities of the respective persons, would greatly exceed the value of the labour per formed
by the convicts working ballast 04 14 At the Thames; especially if a portion of it were allotted to their own use,
when they should be restored to the...
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